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New Species of Physalis. 

By P. A. Rydberg. 

In a recent study of the North American species of Physalis the 
following new species have been determined. Since the material 
is widely scattered in herbaria, I deem it best to publish the de- 
scriptions pending the completion of the final monograph. 

Physalis subulata n. sp. 

Fruiting calyx sharply 5 -angled, more or less acuminate, calyx- 
lobes (at flowering time) lanceolate or acuminate, as long as the 
tube or longer ; plant more or less villous or viscid-pubescent, 
erect, dichotomously branched, 2-4 decimetres high, stem angular 
and striate; leaves round-ovate, somewhat oblique at the base, 
generally coarsely dentate ; pedicels shorter than the small corolla, 
which is 2-3 millimetres in diameter; calyx-lobes shorter than the 
corolla; fruiting calyx sharply angled and purple-veined, heart- 
shaped in section. 

This is intermediate between P. Barbadensis and the South 
Mexican P. nicandrioides Schlecht. From the former it differs in 
the more glandular pubescence, and the long acumination of the 
calyx-lobes ; from the latter in its smaller rounder leaves, 
in its calyx-lobes, which are shorter than the corolla, and in the 
fruiting calyx, which is smaller and not of a firm texture.* 

P. subulata has not yet been within the United States, but 
comes near to its border. 

Mexico. State of Chihuahua : C. G. Pringle, No. 1344, 1887 
(type). It is in the following herbaria : Columbia College, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota and Professor Greene. 

Physalis comata n. sp. 

Perennial, erect, about 0.5 metre high ; pubescence fine and 
short, that on the calyx, pedicels and upper branches mixed with 
long white flat jointed hairs ; like P. heterophylla Nees (P. Virginiana 
Gray, not L.), but leaves smaller, blade not over 0.5 decimetre long, 
rounded, ovate, scarcely at all cordate at the base, about 5 centi- 

* Another related Mexican species is P. hirsuta Mart. & Gal., not Dunal. It dif- 
fers from P. subulata in its larger, less veiny fruiting calyx, from P. nicandrioides by 
the calyx, which is not of a firm texture, and from both by its subentire leaves. It 
most resembles P. pubescens, but differs in its subulate calyx-tips. 
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metres long, thin, somewhat repand- dentate or nearly entire ; peti- 
oles as long as the leaves ; corolla greenish-yellow with brown 
centre ; fruiting calyx as in P. hederaefolia Gray, but of thinner 
texture. 

The validity of this as a species may be doubted. It is inter- 
mediate between P. heterophytta and P. hederaefolia and might be 
placed as a variety of either with about equal right. It, perhaps, 
most resembles the latter, but differs in the thinner texture of the 
leaves and the fruiting calyx, in the larger flower and in the long 
•white hairs. 

The following localities are recorded : 

Nebraska: P. A. Rydberg, No. 269, 1891 (type). 

Kansas: E. Bartholomew, No. 2, 1892; E. A. Popenoe, 1875. 

Texes : G. Jermy, No. 618, 1890. 

Physalis versicolor n. sp. 

Finely pubescent, in age glabrate; stem from a stout perennial 
root, much branched, at first erect but later spreading, slender, ob- 
tusely angled; lower leaves reniform-cordate, the upper ovate, 
all more or less oblique at the base, sinuately toothed, 2-4 centi- 
metres long, on slender petioles which are generally a little longer 
than the blade ; pedicels slender, about the length of the petioles ; 
■calyx-lobes taiangular-ovate, shorter than the tube ; flowers about 
1 centimetre wide, yellow or drab with brown spots in the centre, 
turning bluish in drying ; fruiting calyx thin, ovoid-cylindrical, 
reticulate, decidedly 10-angled, 2.5-3.5 centimetres long, gener- 
ally open at the mouth. 

The specimens collected within the United States are more 
erect, have larger leaves and fruiting calyces than the Mexican. 
Rare within the United States. 

New Mexico: C. Wright, 1851 (Mo. Bot. Gard. herb.). 

Arizona: Treadwell, 1879 (Cal. Acad. Sci.). 

Mexico, Guaymas: Ed. Palmer, 621 and 622. 1887. 

Physalis versicolor microphylla n. var. 

Like the species, but leaves only about 1 centimetre long, del- 
toid, coarsely toothed, peduncles about twice the length of the 
leaves; fruiting calyx nearly spherical, 1.5 centimetres long, 
tinged with purple. 

Mexico, Guaymas: Ed. Palmer, No. 94, 1887 (herbaria of J. 
Donnell Smith, of Columbia College, Professor Greene, etc). 
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Physalis macrophysa n. sp. 

Perennial ; root somewhat thick and fleshy; stem erect, 0.5- 1 
metre high, comparatively slender, angled, perfectly smooth, or 
the upper parts sparingly pubescent with very short hairs ; leaves 
large, thin, 4-8 centimetres long, 2-5 centimetres wide, the lower 
obtuse, the upper acute or acuminate, on slender petioles 2-4 
centimetres long; pedicels I— 1.5 centimetres long, erect, in 
fruit reflexed ; calyx smooth, lobes ovate-triangular or broadly 
lanceolate, generally a little shorter than the tube ; corolla yellow 
with a dark centre, about 2 centimetres in diameter ; anthers gen- 
erally yellow, sometimes tinged with purple ; fruiting calyx large, 
3-4 centimetres long, 2.5-3 centimetres in diameter, pyramidal 
to ovoid-conical, indistinctly 10- angled, deeply sunken at the base; 
berry small, in the centre of the calyx. 

This is nearly related to P. longifolia and P. Philadelphia*, but 
differs from both by its very large and inflated fruiting calyx 
and its broader leaves. The following specimens have been ex- 
amined : 

Arkansas: A. E. Heacox, 1889. 

Kansas: E. A. Popenoe, No. 68, 1875. 

Texas: Lindheimer, 1828; A. A. Heller, No. 1756. 1894. 

North Carolina (?): Small and Heller, No. 389. 1891.* 

Ohio (?) : T. H. Horseford,* 1879; C. W. Short,* garden (?). 

University of Nebraska. 



The Nomenclature Question, 

By Lester F. Ward. 

The German who was asked why he called his boy Hans re- 
plied : 

" Pecaus it vas hees name." 

The story is an old one, but no one has ever questioned the 
conclusiveness of the reply. It is the same answer that must be 
made to the question why a botanical name should be changed 
to make it conform to the law of priority. When a child is 
christened the name he receives is the one that he is supposed to 
have during life. A man with several aliases is always an object 

* These specimens lack fruit and may belong to the preceding, but the leaves 
most resemble those of P. macrophysa. 



